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Executive Summary

This is a study of a tangential aspect of intervention as we are not looking at any
intervention directly. Here we are trying to understand the spread effect of a
particular initiative, namely the girl’s education program by Nalanda. Under this
initiative Nalanda has been running about 100 education centers for the girls in
the age group 8 - 16 yrs, in two Blocks of Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh,
namely Mahmoodabad and Rampur Mathura since 2006 with the support of
IIMPACT. IIMPACT is a national level donor agency working with the objective -
To deliver quality education (up to class 5), to out of school girls from poor and
disadvantaged homes in villages where literacy levels are low.

Under this study we try to capture the effect of this intervention on the
education of the girl child, but more importantly on its effect on her family,
siblings, friends and finally, of course, on the entire community.

The study is a quantitative study based on primary data and sampling
techniques of collecting data to arrive at ground realities. The units of
information are the households of the girl child going to school from the past
three years. Every school that was intercepted for sample collection was based
on purposive selection and every fourth girl child’s family, who has been
studying from the past three years of the schools, was taken as units for
sampling purpose.

The samples constitute of Hindu and Muslim households in more or less in equal
measures. Though the sample size of the Hindu households is slightly more
constituting approximately 54 percent of compared to 46 percent Muslim
households. The study tabulates, the dominating OBC households (59.3%), size
followed by General Category households (26.4%) and the least were from the
households belonging to SC/ST category (14.4%).

The income of these households range from less than Rs. 1000-2999 per month
constituting 56 percent of the respondents. Approximately 27 percent of the
households also have income that ranges between Rs. 3000 - Rs. 4999 per
month followed by income that ranges below Rs. 1000 per month is also low at
11 percent. Source of income was predominantly agriculture.

EFFECT ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE CHILD’S LIFE

Data shows that in almost all ways there has been an increased enthusiasm and
contribution of the child. It may be noted that this includes household chores
and also improvement in areas like sanitation and hygiene, helping in family and
in helping siblings with their studies.

The data reflects the practical conveniences experienced by the families. The
maximum positive effect has been noticed for maintaining accounts of household
expenditure. The linkage to school literacy has made it easier for 172 families or
approximately 74 percent of the families to read news paper and letters. Another
important impact was the ease in the ability to read legal papers. Even though
only 2 of the families experienced this change but it marks a vital starting point



in the post education spread effect. Total 5 families experienced another turning
point in an improvement in the ability to start using and understanding the
mobile phones, though in small humbers. Only three of the families out of 236
still felt no conveniences in any of the above mentioned categories.

EFFECT ON FAMILIES

The outcome of future plans of the households for further education of the girl
child illustrates 233 households responding out of which the major chunk of
39.06% want to educate till the daughter desires to study, followed by 16.31%
aspiring to educate her up to Class 12", closely followed by 15.45%, 14.16 %
and 14.16% for Class 10", Class 8" and Class 5 respectively. Thus the greater
chunk shows receptivity towards education of the child.

EFFECTS PERCOLATING TO THE SIBLINGS

Our study also highlights the percolating effects of education to the girl child’s
siblings. It is very interesting to note that in approximately 67 percent
households the child’s going to school has encouraged other sibling(s) to go to
school as well. In other words, the goodwill of quality education created in the
family is such 159 of these households inspired and motivated more children for
schooling. In 108 of the households, the children have started studying together
at home. In 39 households, the girl child has started teaching sisters at home.
In fact in some households, the elder sibling has started taking interest in
teaching the child who attends Nalanda’s centers.

EFFECT ON COMMUNITY

It is evident from the data that 86 percent of the households feel that neighbors
have started sending the girl child(ren) to school as a result of the inspiration
that these core group of girls who attend IIMPACT-Nalanda’s centers have
created. This clearly indicates a spread effect in the community where more and
more families are realizing the importance of a girl child’s education, and most
importantly, positive effects of education initiated at one level spreading its
wings to wider circumference by its own merit.

CONCLUSION

We have found that the intervention has given a new perspective to the families
of the girls being educated as it has opened up their minds to newer horizons. It
has given some families the privilege of having a member who is able to use
mobile phones, read newspapers, tabulate accounts for the house, read legal
papers etc.

It is expected that this assessment and documentation of the same will provide
vital points to Nalanda and IIMPACT to strengthened the intervention in the
future for more positive effects on the families and what can be done to improve
the family’s perspective to the education and intervention.



BACKGROUND

Nalanda, designed as a Resource Centre for Educational Innovation
started way back in 1996 with the sole objective of providing quality primary
education for all children; particularly children from poorer households who
cannot afford expensive schools and hence often denied any kind of educational
opportunity.

Within the field of primary education, education for the girl child assumes critical
importance both from the perspective of women’s empowerment and
globalization of education. In states, such as Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand, this
is particularly so, not only because the overall literacy rates and percentage of
school going children are low compared to national averages, but also there are
strong biases within society about the role of women in general and the role of
education in a girl child’s life in particular. In view of the low rate of participation
and completion by girls in the primary schooling cycle in rural area of Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand in 2005-06 Nalanda with the funding support of IIMPACT
has intervened to enhance the access and quality of primary education for the
girls of age group 6-14 in Mahmoodabad, Rampur Mathura & Reusa blocks of
district Sitapur and Bero block of Ranchi district, which scores very low in
women literacy.

While Nalanda has various interventions and various types of training modules
as well as material development activities, this document aims to capture
something a little different. It is different in being tangential as we are not
looking at any intervention directly. Rather we are trying to understand the
spread effect of a particular initiative, namely the girl’s education program.

To add more clarity to the above relatively obscure paragraph, Nalanda has been
running some 100 education centers for girls with the support of IIMPACT, in the
Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh since 2006. Under this initiative Nalanda tried to
select high need areas where there were either no schools or no quality schools
in the vicinity and developed a platform where girls in the age group of 8 - 16
years could be exposed to primary education. These girls who attended the
centre included those who had never been to school as well as those who had
been enrolled or enrolled and dropped out.

The intervention created quite a stir in most of the education centre localities
both because it often gave most parents a first time taste of their children
returning from schools and then reciting poems, narrating stories or talking
about the great mysteries of science and also because the intervention was
community centric. So, gradually an expectation developed that the intervention
might be having spill effects in that while children would be directly benefiting



from their attending study centers, there might be positive effects as also
variety of associated parameters cropping up within the family.

This study here tries to capture this effect which is not related to quality
education of the girl child alone who is attending IIMPACT - Nalanda’s centers
but may spread to her family, siblings, friends and in fact, of course, to the
entire community.

STUDY OBJECTIVE

The study thus has a single and simple objective. It tries to assess and
document the effect of girl’s education program running since the last 3 years,
on the family of the girl child attending the centre.

It is expected that this assessment and documentation of the same will provide
decision points to Nalanda in how the intervention can be strengthened in the
future to have that positive effect on the family and what can be done to
improve the family’s perspective to the education and intervention.

The study also highlights the spread effects of the implementation of the
education program by Nalanda on the girl child, her aspirations for her future. It
also studies the community effect of the same to document the emerging new
horizons with a spark of thinking at par with the world.

GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE

The Mahmoodabad and Rampur Mathura blocks of Sitapur district were covered
for the study. The area is some 55 kms from Lucknow, which is the state capital
for Uttar Pradesh.



METHODOLOGY

The study is based on primary data and sampling techniques of collecting data to
arrive at ground realities. Here households of the girl child going to school from
the past three years are to be taken as units of information collection.

Every school that was intercepted for sample collection was based on purposive
selection and every fourth girl child’s family, who has been studying from the
past three years of the schools were taken as units for sampling purpose.

= A quantitative questionnaire was designed to be administered to either the
father, mother or guardian of the girl child.

= After data collection, the same was entered in excel and data synthesis
and analysis done.

= Based on the findings of this data the report stating the findings of the
study was developed.

SAMPLE SIZE

236 families of girl child studying from the past three years.

STUDY TYPE

This is essentially a quantitative study with structured tools being used for data
collection. Unstructured qualitative data has not been separately collected
although the structured schedule has left some scope through open ended
choices for collecting qualitative nature of data where applicable.

CONCLUSION

Thus the quantitative study collects data from the 236 households at least one
girl from each of which has been attending education centers consecutively
since the last three years. Through data collected from these households, and an
analysis of the same, we seek to understand whether the linkages to Nalanda’s
centers have benefited the girl’s, their families and the community at large in
any manner.



INTRODUCTION

We start off by presenting demographic details. The religious composition, caste
composition, income levels and composition are all covered by this chapter. It is
expected that these basic parameters will enable us to get a more holistic
picture of the entire environment and living situations of the girl child who is
under study. It will also be possible to see if these factors seem to have an
effect on the girl child and the effect of her attending the education centre is
having on her family.

RELIGIOUS COMPOSITION

The samples constitute of Hindu and Muslim households in more or less in equal
measures. However, in sample size in of Hindu households is slightly more
constituting approximately 54 percent of the sample. On the other hand, the
Muslim households constitute around 46 percent of the sample. The Hindu
Muslim break up in the sample is shown in pie diagram 2.1 below:

Diagram 2.1:

m HINDU
m MUSLIM

46.2%

53.8%

What is also notable is that the religious composition consists of either Hindus or
Muslims with no representation from other religious composition.



CASTE COMPOSITION

The study shows that the sample is dominated by OBC households, followed by
General Category households. The households belonging to SC/ST category
come in only a distant third. According to the data more than half of the
households (59.3%) are OBC households. This is shown in diagram 2.2 below:

Diagram 2.2
m0.B.C
14.4%
B General
mSC.SCT
59,305

MONTHLY SALARY OF THE FAMILIES OF THE SAMPLES

Data shows most income ranges in the Rs.1000-2999 per month category, with
approximately 56 percent of the respondent households having a monthly
income in that category. This shows that a huge chunk of households have an
income that hovers around the BPL income category. Approximately 27 percent
of the households also have income that ranges between Rs. 3000 - Rs. 4999
per month. It may be noted that the percentage of households taper off in the
higher and lower income ranges with only 5 percent of the families have a
monthly income that exceeds Rs. 5000. On the other hand, families that have a
monthly income that ranges below Rs. 1000 per month is also low at 11 percent.
This is shown in diagram 2.3 below:

Diagram 2.3

® below 1000

= 1000-3000

N 3000-5000
above 5000
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OCCUPATIONAL STATUS

Data shows that a whopping 86 percent of the samples are engaged in one form
or the other of agricultural activities. Out of them 124 of the 236 families earn
their income through agricultural activities in their own land. This s
approximately 53 percent of our sample. On the other hand 79 households earn
their income as agricultural labour on the land owned by others. In fact labour
seems to be an income outlet for another 20 households, who work as labors in
non agricultural activities. Business seems to be a source of income for 22
households, who thus constitute less than 10 percent of the sample.

Others 1
Nowork | @
lob 6
Business 22
Domestic work 21
Agriculturalwork 124
Daily labour 20

Agriculture lahaur 79

number of families, out of 236

—

CONCLUSION

The data does points to a typical rural economy, with agriculture being the
predominant source of livelihood and household incomes being modest at best.
The households are rather evenly split between Hindu and Muslim households,
with a tilt towards greater number of Hindu households. Maximum households
belong to the OBCs, while the remaining households are relatively evenly spread
between General and SC/ST households.
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Effect on Household Chores

INTRODUCTION

We have covered the study objectives in the first chapter. It is clear from the
same that the primary objective of the study is to capture the effects of a child
who has started attending an education centre not only on the child but also for
the other members of the family. In fact if we look at it in a broader way, it is a
three tier effect as shown in diagram 3.1 below:

Diagram 3.1:

Effects on the community

Effects on the family

Thus we are in this chapter trying to understand the second and third tier of the
three tier diagram exhibited above.
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BURDEN ON HOUSEHOLD CHORES

An interesting analysis is the effect of the selected child’s schooling on burden of
household chores for the other family members. Various studies have often
pointed out that a catalytic factor for girl children dropping out of schools is their
lack or decrease of contribution in chores if they go to school, consequently, this
is expected to affect the burden of household chores for the other members of
the family.

However, our data points to varying results, with a whopping 81 percent of the
households categorically stating that the girl child’s regular attendance in school
has had no effect on the burden for the other household members. However, it
must be accepted that 17 percent have also pointed out that it does increase the
burden for the other members of the family. Only 1 percent in contrast feels that
this has decreased their burden of household chores. This is shown in Diagram
3.2 below.

Diagram 3.2:

Effect of Child's Schooling on Househald Chores

1% Cthers

1% Easy

Greater
hurden
17%

81%
No Fifect

There are two interesting dimensions to the above find:

o One, the above finding clashes with the common interpretation that a
significant cause of restricting children home and not sending them to school
could be their required contribution to household chores. In contrast, 81
percent in our survey show that sending the child to school has had no effect
on household chores at all.

o Two, although only 1 percent families felt that sending the child to school has
actually eased their household chores, the reasons they have given for the
same is interesting. The reasons given for this change are that the families
started to work harder than earlier and also sometimes siblings, who had
been relatively dormant, have started to contribute as well towards the
household chores.
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EFFECT ON FAMILY INCOME

Effect on the tfamily Income as a result ot girl
child's going to school

W NoEffect
H Increased

W Decreased

94.5%

Diagram 3.3

The findings of the study show that there is generally no effect on family income
as a result of the child going to school. In fact for as many as 94.5 percent
families there have been no effect on income at all as a result of the child going
to school. However 3.4 percent families feel that their family incomes have
decreased. In 2.1 percent cases, the families have also conceded that there has
actually been an increase in family income as a result of the selected child going
to school. This increase is interesting to note and it could be highlighted
that the reasons given for the increase in income is that now the family
is working harder and more to build a better income. This is shown in
diagram 3.3.
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EFFECT ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE CHILD’S LIFE

The study tried to assess how the linkage to school has affected other aspects of
the girl child’s life. Data shows that in almost all ways there has been an
increased enthusiasm and contribution of the child. It may be noted that this
includes household chores and also improvement in areas like sanitation and
hygiene, helping in family and in helping siblings with their studies. This is
shown in diagram 3.4.

Diagram 3.4:

0 After @ Before

Studies

Help in the fields

Helping with family income
Teaching siblings

Taking care of domestic animals
Taking care of siblings

Cooking

Sanitaticn

a 50 1aa 155 200

el  Number of families, out of 236

A few salient features merit mention here:

Studies: The frequency has risen from scratch to 12, signifying the interest and
motivation for education in general among the children.

Help in the fields: The jump from 29 families (12.3%) to 40 families (16.9%)
indicates better helping hand in the fields and agriculture, increasing the
household number by 11 i.e. 4.7%.

Teaching Siblings: The major highlight of the observation in the study is the
soaring figures of the girl child teaching the siblings in the house, rising to
more than three times. Before the intervention 12.3% girls were teaching the
siblings , which now escalated to 47.0% amount to 34.7% increase.

This indicates an evolving mindset of the girl child as well as the family.

15



Taking Care of the Domestic Animals : The responsibilities of the house
continue to be shouldered by the girl child as she did prior to when the
education started . In fact the data indicates an increase in the number of
families in which the girls help taking care of the domestic animals from 106
families i.e. 44.9% to 134 families i.e. 56.8% .

Taking Care of siblings: The is a sharp increase in the number of girls taking
care of their siblings from 159 i.e. 67.4% to 194 i.e. 82.2% (an addition of 35
families , increasing by 14.8%)

Cooking: It is most interesting to note that the girls post education have
started taking more interest in cooking than earlier. An impressive figure of 203
families among which the girls now help in cooking at home than an earlier 158,
an increase by 19%.

Sanitation of the house: education has resulted in healthier habits and
practices and as compared to 198 households i.e. 83.9% now 230 households
i.e. 97.5% are enjoying the benefits today. A significant increase of 13.6%.

It may be mentioned here that in the earlier observation of the Post
Education Changes on the help contributed by the girl for the domestic
Chores was responded to as “"No Effect” by 81% of the respondent
families but when asked specifically about different categories of
domestic as well as outdoor work the families responded differently and
more positively.

In all the given aspects there has been an increase of humber of households
highlighting significantly the on ground increase in help shouldered by the girl
child for the various house hold chores , family income , help in the fields ,
taking care as well as teaching siblings.

16



CONVENIENCES EXPERIENCED POST EDUCATION

An assessment was made in the context of the study to see if the education has
actually practical implications for the households. The finding was most definitely
in the affirmative. The maximum positive effect has been noticed for maintaining
accounts of household expenditure. Thus the families are now getting a better
idea of income inflow and outflow and possibly this can be a valuable tool for
financial planning at a micro level. In fact 184 of the 236 families or
approximately 78 percent of the families said that they are now finding it more
convenient to maintain household accounts. The other salient features are given
point wise below and the same is represented in diagram 3.5.

Conveniences Lhat grew for the families : Post Education

184
172
F
a
m
i
|
i
e
S 16
2 5 3
o ] — —
Accounlsof Reading Legal Workreleted Ability to use No
tie b ouse letters / documents  to business mobiles  conveniences
hald News pape”
expenditure cte

o The other important point is that the linkage to school literacy has also made
it easier for 172 families out of 236 families or approximately 74 percent of
the families to read news paper and letters. Thus, their dependence on others
for these basic tasks has declined and also their linkage to the greater world
has gone up through easier proximity to newspapers.

o Another important impact was the ease in the ability to read legal papers.
Even though only 2 of the families experienced this change but it marks a
vital starting point in the post education spread effect, given the relatively
cumbersome nature of these documents.

o Sixteen families responded to the ease in work related to their business with
the help of the girl’s education. Thus the education is strengthening income
generation activities in some households.

o Total 5 families experienced another turning point in an improvement in the
ability to start using and understanding the mobile phones, though in small
numbers.

o However, it may also be pointed out that three of the families out of 236 still
felt no conveniences in any of the above mentioned categories.

17



EFFECTS ON SIBLING’S EDUCATION

Diagram 3:6

Intra family effect on children

Also started attending scico 159
Slasted studing together at home 108
Started eaching tac sister 17
The sisie sterted teaching hir 39

Mo effect 26

(thers 7

Our study also throws up another interesting finding. It shows that there are
various linkages between the children’s going to school and the studying or
schooling of other siblings. In fact it is encouraging to note that in approximately
67 percent households the child’s going to school has encouraged other
sibling(s) to go to school as well. In other words, the goodwill of quality
education created in the family is such 159 of these households , i.e. 67.37 %
to start sending more children to school. In 108 of the households i.e. 45.76% ,
the children have started studying together at home, thereby possibly taking
more interest and enthusiasm in studies. In 39 households, the child in question
has started teaching sisters at home. On the other hand, her sister has also
started teaching her in 26 households, thus showing that the merit of her
education has gone up in the eyes of the family. This is shown in diagram 3.6

18



PARENT’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE GIRL CHILD AND HER EDUCATION

ATTITUDE TOWARDS DAUGHTER’S EDUCATION

Diagram 3.7

Through an analysis of the Feel Good
collected data it has been found
that the family has started
taking their daughter’s Feel Bad
education in a positive manner.
In fact the vast majority

213

(approximately 90 percent) of Feel Froud
the households stated very

clearly that they felt good while Nochange in
sharing with others that their sertimerts

daughter goes to school. In fact

approximately 15 percent of the households said that they also feel proud to be
able to say publicly that they send their daughter to school. Only 5 of the
households said that they do not feel any particular sentiments in telling others
that they send their daughters to school.

It must however be pointed out that none of the respondents interviewed
expressed any negative sentiments about being expressive in public about their
daughter’s going to school. Diagram 3.7 represents these things graphically.

DISCUSSIONS INITIATED ON DAUGHTER’S EDUCATION IN
HOUSEHOLDS

The study shows that the girl child’s going to school is also strengthening
discussions at home about her future education. While approximately 38 percent
of the families still do not discuss about further studies with the girl child, as
much as approximately 62 percent of the families have started initiating such
discussions. This is shown in adjoining diagram 3.8.

Diagram 3:8

Families that discuss with the girl child
about further studies and those that don’t

Don't
Discuss
38.2%

Discuss
61.8%
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DISCUSSIONS INITIATED ON FUTURE PROFESSION

In fact findings show that families have now started linking education with
further professions or activities in life and have started at least thinking of what
their child would like to do post her education. In other words, education seems
to have conferred on her a bigger scope of what she wants to do in life. In fact in
approximately 33 percent families, family discussions have been initiated on
what the child would like to do after she finishes her education. This is shown in

Diagram 3.9 below.

Families that discuss with the girl child what she would like
be after her education
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FUTURE PLAN FOR EDUCATION

Diagram 3:10

Percantage Families out of 233 reflecting I'uture plans
for the girl child education

Asmuch as she desires 39.06%

Upto Class 12 16.31%

Upto Class 10 15.45%

Upto Calss 8 14.16%

Upto Class 5 14.16%

Out of 236 samples 233 households responded reflecting their future plans for
educating the girl child. Of the 233 households the major chunk of 39.06%
want to educate till the daughter desires to study, followed by 16.31% aspiring
to educate her up to Class 12, closely followed by 15.45% , 14.16 % and
14.16% for Class 10" , Class 8" and Class 5™ respectively. This is shown in
diagram 3.10 above.

GIRL'S ASPIRATIONS FOR HER FUTURE

Pivotal highlight of the graph shows 70 girls of a total of 236 have started to
visualize themselves in a mainstream professional arena. This is approximately

. 30 percent of
Diag 3:11 .
lagram the total girls

Professional aspirations cf the girl child covered by this
study.
Want to work 6
More than fifty
Teacher 39
percent of these
Murse 11 70 girls, in fact
Doctor 5 39 girls, want to
Lawyer 3 bec-om-e
) teachers. This is
Business 2 followed by 11
Stiching 2 aspiring to be
Judge . nurses, 6
Police Servi 1 wanting to work
olice service for sure but did
= Number of girls not specify any

career, 5
expressing their desire to be doctors, 3 wanting to go into business and 2 into
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stitching. It is very interesting to note that 3 of the girls aim to be Lawyers and
1 wants to join the Police Services.

The results are interesting in that it shows that the girls have started linking
their current education to their careers and contrary to popular systems, they
are conceiving a professional future outside the confines of their households.

EFFECTS ON THE COMMUNITY
EFFECTS ON EDUCATION ON OTHER GIRLS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD

We have already mentioned at the beginning of this chapter that this study tries
to assess the effect of the school linkage of the sample children on them, their
families and also finally, the community. Accordingly, the selected households
were asked whether there has been any effect of their child’s going to school on
other children in the vicinity.

Diagram 3:12

Findings show that 86 percent of
the households feel that neighbors
have been moved to the extent of
sending the girl child(ren) to
school. This clearly indicates a
spread effect in the community
where more and more families are
ENO realizing the importance of a girl
child’s  education, and most
importantly, proactively working
based on this realization.

WYES

Our findings show that the selected households have mostly started considering
the marriage of their daughters in context of the education that they are getting.
134 households i.e. 56.8% pointed out that they would now be searching for
grooms who are at least as educated as their daughter. 110 households , i.e.
46.6% said that first they would allow the child to study to her maximum
capacity, and only then consider marriage.

However, 32 households i.e. 13.6% pointed out that the schooling would not
affect their marriage in any way and 20 households i.e. 8.5% actually said that it
will now be more difficult to marry off their daughters.

22



Diagram 3:13
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Thus sending their daughter to school seems to elicit a mixed response for the
future of their daughter’s marriage. One crucial point however, is that this mixed
response has not deterred these households from sending their daughters to
school.

Finally the households were asked whom they considered more necessary to
receive education between boys and girls. 234 of the 236 households from
whom data was collected responded to the question . It was found that 191 of
the 234 households feel that it is equally important for both boys and girls to
study. What came as a surprise is the slight gender balance in favour of men in
that 32 households pointed out that it was more important for girls to be
strengthened through education. In contrast 11 households said that it is more
important for boys to be so.

CONCLUSION

The above findings show that the education centers for girls run by Nalanda are
making a splash at various levels. This includes at the level of the girl child
herself, who is now taking more interest not only in studies, but also in
associated value additions like sanitation and hygiene and also in value additions
regarding practicalities of life like reading letters or newspapers. There is also
greater studying linkage among the siblings as they are teaching and learning
more from each other.

At a family level, generally, parents are now more concerned about their
daughter’s education and assign it a greater value than they would have before.
They also feel more conducive about sending their daughters to school and are
more concerned about her future education and profession. Finally at the
community level, neighbors are getting induced to send the children to school
after seeing the girls who attend Nalanda’s education centers. In other words,
the education centers are definitely ringing in some change and positive changes
at that, on all fronts.
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FINDINGS

While going through the study results we find a three tiered effect of the
intervention. The first tier of course is on the direct beneficiary, namely the girl
child. At the second level is the immediate periphery like her parents and
siblings and at the final level is the community. We find that at each of these
levels the intervention has made effects, which are given tier wise below:

Effects on the girl child

An increased enthusiasm of the child in:
o In chipping in for increased family income
o Giving holistic and focused attention to aspects like sanitation
o Taking care of the siblings and helping them with their studies.

In fact besides the above, some notable positive effect has also been noted in
areas like household chores such as cooking and maintaining cleanliness and
also in areas like the fields and with the domestic animals.

Vital highlight of the research indicates in 70 of the 236 families i.e.
approximately 30 percent girls aspire to visualize themselves working in
mainstream professions. More than fifty percent of these 70 girls, in fact 39
girls, want to become teachers, 11 aspiring to be nurses, 6 wanting to work for
sure though not specific of the career, 5 expressing their desire to be doctors, 3
wanting to go into business and 2 into stitching. It is very interesting to note
that 3 of the girls aim to be Lawyers and 1 wants to join the Police Services.

Effects on the family

The research projects the practical conveniences experienced by the families as
a result of the intervention. At the household level the maximum positive effect
of the selected girl child attending Nalanda’s education has been noticed in case
of maintaining accounts of household expenditure followed by 172 families or
approximately 74 percent of the families to read news paper and letters.

Also, a breakthrough was that a convenience experienced in the ability to read
legal papers as a result of the education has been noted on a very micro scale.
Even though only 2 of the families experienced this change but it marks a vital
starting point in the post education spread effect.

24



Total 5 families experienced another turning point in an improvement in the
ability to start using and understanding the mobile phones, though in small
numbers.

Three of the families out of 236 still felt no conveniences in any of the above
mentioned categories.

Vast majority (approximately 90 percent) of the households expressed that they
felt good while sharing with others that their daughter goes to school. In fact
approximately 15 percent of the households said that they also feel proud to be
able to say publicly that they send their daughter to school. Only 5 of the
households said that they do not feel any particular sentiments in telling others
that they send their daughters to school.

It must however be pointed out that none of the respondents interviewed
expressed any negative sentiments about being expressive in public about their
daughter’s going to school. Diagram 3.7 (Chapter 3) represents these things
graphically.

In fact it is encouraging to note that in approximately 67 percent households the
child’s going to school has encouraged other sibling(s) to go to school as well.
Among 236 families 159 families, i.e. 67.37 % started sending more children to
school. In 108 of the households i.e. 45.76% , the children have started
studying together at home, thereby possibly taking more interest and
enthusiasm in studies. In 39 households, the child in question has started
teaching sisters at home. On the other hand, her sister has also started teaching
her in 26 households, thus showing that the merit of her education has gone up
in the eyes of the family.

Another notable point is that the importance of the child’s education prospects
have increased among the families in general and there is now greater
discussion and also acceptance of having the child to study till a higher level of
education. In fact approximately 68 percent of the families are now discussing
the future prospects and scope of their daughter’s education at home.

Effects on the community

The spread effects of the education centers reaches out to the girl child, to her
family and finally, across to her community. Now 86 percent of the households
feel that neighbors have been moved to the extent of sending the girl child(ren)
in their respective families to school. This indicates that more and more families
are realizing the importance of a girl child’s education, and most importantly,
proactively working based on this realization.
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